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playlist

UNDERGROUND CHICAGO PLAYLIST
From Buddy Guy to Smashing Pumpkins to Kanye West, there’s been no shortage of 
legendary musicians to come out of Chicago.  This playlist features a fresh crop of Second 
City artists selected by TPB Music Editor and Chicago Live Music Examiner Amanda Nyren.  
Share your favorite song with Amanda at anyren@theprintedblog.com. It just might make 
the cut for our next playlist.

“Black Mags” - The Cool Kids

Somewhere between the hip hop and hipster crowds, The Cool Kids 

(Antoine Reed and Chuck Ingersoll) finds its audience.  Case in point: in 

2007, it signed with Chicago hip hop haven Chocolate Industries and 

performed among a lineup of asymmetrical haircut-sporting indie bands 

at Pitchfork Music Fest.

http://www.tpburl.com/tv23bx

“Little Friends” - The Ponys

 Too-cool-to-care (about correct pluralization) nu-garage rock band The 

Ponys have earned comparisons to gloomier-than-thou acts The Cure 

and Joy Division. The band has yet to live up to its debut, the moderate 

critical success Laced With Romance.

http://www.tpburl.com/pjgnyk

“Shake It and Break It” - Devil in a Woodpile

If you enjoy vocalists who sound as though they’ve become possessed 

by the spirits of Muddy Waters and Dr. John via some sort of back alley 

Nawlins voodoo ritual or just like to get down to a little tuba oompa-pa-

pa, then local blues/folk outfit Devil in a Woodpile is your band.

http://www.tpburl.com/xrbcd2

“Ecology” - Anni Rossi

Anni Rossi’s eccentric vocals, multi-instrument talents, and unconven-

tional, but highly personal songwriting have earned her the obvious 

label of “female Andrew Bird.” All likenesses aside, Rossi is a true origi-

nal.  Her debut Rockwell, named for the street in Chicago, is a poignant 

assemblage of old and new work, showcasing her simple but beautiful 

songwriting.

http://www.tpburl.com/ym50wp

“Big Bills” - Flosstradamus

Flosstradamus DJs Autobot (Curt Cameruci) and J2K (Josh Young) are 

more dance music curators than gimmicky mashup contrivers.  Whether 

at their monthly oldies night at Logan Square dive The Burlington, 

on tour with Chromeo, or performing at Coachella, Lollapalooza, and 

SXSW, the duo keeps hips shaking with the best music across all genres 

and decades.  Its recent pop-leaning collaboration with Chairlift’s Caro-

line Polacheck on “Big Bills” shows versatility.

http://www.tpburl.com/j6f758

“Old Friend” - Disappears

Throw a pinch of Franz Ferdinand, a dash of The Killers, and a 

sprinkling of Velvet Underground into equal parts reverb-heavy guitar, 

thudding bass, and chant-like vocals, and you’ve got the recipe for 

Disappears.

http://www.tpburl.com/snj143

“Obstacle 1 (Kid Color’s She Can Readmix)” - Kid Color

Whether you love or hate the recent proliferation of mashup DJs in 

our fair city, you can’t deny that every once in a while one of these 

disc-slingers comes up with a genius combination.  Kid Color’s layering 

of Interpol’s monotones over Jock Jams-worthy dance beats is a prime 

example.  Catch the Kid Mondays at Evil Olive’s Rehab night.

http://www.tpburl.com/zxds8k

“Fitz and the Dizzyspells” - Andrew Bird with Mucca Pazza

Currently on tour to promote his fifth studio album Noble Beast, singer, 

songwriter, whistler, guitarist, glockenspielist – in short, all-around indie 

Renaissance Man Andrew Bird played two nights at the Civic Opera 

House last weekend.  If you missed the show, be sure to check out the 

video for “Fitz and the Dizzyspells.”  Filmed at The Hideout, it features 

local circus punk marching band Mucca Pazza.

http://www.tpburl.com/z002pw

photos

READING IS HARD. PICTURES ARE PRETTY. SUBMIT YOUR BREATHTAKING 
PHOTOS TO PHOTOS@THEPRINTEDBLOG.COM.

Matt Brinkley  | tpburl.com/5srqjb

ads

WANT TO TELL OUR READERS ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS? OUR ADS ARE 
CHEAP AND HYPER-LOCAL. TO SEE AD RATES AND HOW ADVERTISING WITH 
THE PRINTED BLOG WILL HELP YOUR BUSINESS, WRITE ADVERTISING@
THEPRINTEDBLOG.COM.

the dead and the dying: 15 
bands we wish wouldn’t reunite
By Andy Phillips | 4/14/09 | Flavorwire 	 tpburl.com/32rh0p 
	 It was bad enough when Blind Melon popped up without bee-suit-loving singer Shannon 
Hoon, but the Grateful Dead without Jerry Garcia? Are you insane? Between that news and the 
ongoing Smashing Pumpkins fiasco (one original member isn’t a reunion, Billy; it’s you…solo… 
sucking), we’re putting the kabosh on the E-Z Pass reunion. After the jump, 15 acts we wish 
wouldn’t reunite, with or without their original members (but are doing it anyway). Feel free to 
add your own two cents in the comments.

1.	 Limp Bizkit 

2.	 Blink-182

3.	 Soul Asylum

4.	 Fastball

5.	 311

6.	 Manowar

7.	 The Beatles

8.	 Fear Factor

9.	 Bad Company

10.	 J Geils Band 

11.	  The Dead 

12.	 Biohazard

13.	 Primus

14.	 The Get Up Kids

15.	 The Smashing Pumpkins

blogs

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? SUBMIT YOUR BLOG FOR PUBLICATION TO BLOGGERS@
THEPRINTEDBLOG.COM. WE WON’T GIVE YOU MONEY (ACTUALLY, WE WILL, BUT 
IT’S NOT MUCH, YET), BUT WE WILL GIVE YOU A SWEET HTML BADGE.

Music

Chirp Off

@theprintedblog asked: if you could have your picture taken 
with anyone, who would it be and why? 

@lensimpressions I would get my picture taken with Michelle Obama because she always 

looks so stylish!

@dudeitsbex Amy Winehouse. Because standing next to her, I’d look really good.

@ianthealy I’d like to be photographed in a compromising position with Oprah 

Winfrey so I could blackmail her.

@msdarkstar Stephan Pastis who draws the comic Pearls Before Swine because he’d be 

awesome to hang out with, even briefly!

@VaginaDrum I would have my picture taken with Ray Romano 15 yrs ago so I could 

kick him in the balls in advance for Everybody Loves Ray

@arielleblogs GOD. Autographed. Imagine how much money I could get for a signed 

picture of God.

@small_town_girl Barry Manilow, if it weren’t for his song Mandy, I would have been a 

Heather.

@tjwrighter Probably Paul McCartney, because he is also the person I would meet if I 

got to choose. Do we get a photo op and a chat?

@allthingsphil Marilyn Manson, so that in this crazed state I’m in that grad school has 

caused, I’ll be in good company.

@ihatesomuch probably Barack Obama because everyone would be super jealous.

WE POST A QUESTION FROM OUR TWITTER FEED IN EVERY ISSUE OF THE 
PRINTED BLOG. POST YOUR ANSWER TO OUR QUESTIONS AND YOU MIGHT BE 
FEATURED IN OUR NEXT ISSUE! YOU’LL BE FAMOUS! TO RESPOND TO OUR 
WEEKLY INQUIRY, VISIT TWITTER.COM/THEPRINTEDBLOG.
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Lombardi’s Pizza

Categories: Pizza
Location: 32 Sping St, New York, NY 10012
tpburl.com/zmy0ch

Joolie T. says, “i've been here three times in the last month.

 why? 
- my friends are bananas about this place. 
- it's damned good. 
- tourism is fun sometimes
- it's near all the clubs/bars i've been going to lately. 
- it's the only place we can think of in this area.
- spinach... mmmmMmmmm

my main rant about this place is the sauce. now, i say, "that's WEAKSAUCE!" (derived from a 
Westcoast slang) a lot... but damns, yo. Lombardi's does have "WEAKSAUCE!" 

New York pizza or not... what would i know? i come from a land of caviar and frou-frou toppings 
of good ol' West. but it's good. damned good.”

Ani Difranco 
Tarrytown Music Hall
tpburl.com/sdnbxc

The Birthday Massacre
Highline Ballroom
tpburl.com/3d71s6

The AP Tour 2009
The Fillmore - Irving Plaza
tpburl.com/fdj380

Classic Albums Live: 
Led Zeppelin IV
The Concert Hall at the NY 
Society for Ethical Culture
tpburl.com/w35mv8

Bamboozle Roadshow with 
We the Kings
Crazy Donkey Bar and Grill
tpburl.com/vb90ws

Shiny Toy Guns
Webster Hall
tpburl.com/tx8pd1

Cinema Bizarre, After 
Midnight Project, EveNine 
Highline Ballroom
tpburl.com/yhqf72

Stay In School Concert feat. 
Jim Jones and SouljaBoy
Westchester County Center
tpburl.com/j9584t
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Beginner’s Mind: Seeing The city for the first time...again
By Jennifer Egert, Ph.D | 4/14/09 | Urban Mindfulness 	 tpburl.com/gmhj8s
	 When I was in high school, I thought there was nothing like the city. My mother com-
muted for work, and we had a deal. The Long Island Railroad pass was hers during the week, but 
mine on the weekend. I would take the train, go to a drawing class and after, head to Washing-
ton Square Park. There, I would meet up with friends, take photographs, listen to the musicians, 
meet new people. The city was full of wonder, and excitement, and offered endless opportunity 
for adventure or at least something out of the ordinary. I’ve been realizing lately that I’ve lost 
that wonder. Instead of feeling connected to excitement, the city has felt like a weight. The ob-
stacle course of getting to work in the morning, the crowds, the noise. It can feel like too much 
to take in.
	 There is nothing like getting away from the city to give you a fresh start. I was on the West 
Coast the other week, wondering what I was doing living in the concrete canyon when I could 
be surrounded by the Olympic Mountains or living at the beach. Surely that would be a better 
environment, at least more peaceful. A friend who had never been to New York asked me what I 
loved about it. The question really struck me. I realized that lately, I have been focused so much 
about what is hard about city life, but I haven’t really thought much about why I was choos-
ing to be in the city in the first place. As I answered his question, sharing all the things that I 
love about city life, the activity 24/7, the diversity of New Yorkers all “in it together,” how it is 
strange, and fun, and creative, and exciting, a part of myself connected to that high school kid 
who couldn’t wait to take the commuter pass.
	 I was reminded of “beginner’s mind,“ the idea in mindfulness of seeing things as if for the 
first time, like a child does when encountering something new. When was the last time I took 
a beginner’s attitude to city life? Often we let our past experience and knowledge interfere with 
experiencing the moment as it is. So, one night, after work, I sat on a bench on the mall in the 
middle of Broadway, and watched the city go by, with beginner’s eyes… and ears… and nose… 
and body. Wondrous.

	 Ideas for cultivating beginner’s mind:
•	 Pick a spot, someplace you find yourself on a regular basis. Take a seat for about 20 min-

utes. Sense your body. Listen to the sounds around you. Look around. Notice the sites, the 
people walking by. Look up. Look down. What do you see that perhaps you hadn’t noticed 
before?

•	 Take a different route to work: try another train or the bus. Walk a different route.

•	 Spend time with a child doing something you’ve done a million times (e.g., play a game, 
cook or bake, or go to a park). With your full attention, watch how the child reacts to the 
experience.

•	 Take a walk in your neighborhood and bring a camera. Study the pictures later. What do 
you see in the photographs that you might not have noticed when you were walking?

•	 Go to a restaurant or café, someplace where you go all the time, and order what you always 
order. Before you eat your meal or drink your drink, take a deep breath. Notice your envi-
ronment. Have an awareness of the smells in the restaurant, the sounds. Then have your 
meal.

•	 Go someplace around town that you “keep meaning to go.” Cross a bridge! Go through a 
tunnel!

	 If you are interested in reading more about beginner’s mind, see:
•	 Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind by Shunryu Suzuki

•	 Full Catastrophe Living: Using the Wisdom of your Body and Mind to Face Stress, Pain and 
Illness by Jon Kabat-Zinn

•	  Mindfulness for Beginners: An Audiobook by Jon Kabat-Zinn

rock of ages shakes up 
broadway
By James Sims | 4/8/09 | SimsScoop 	 tpburl.com/hg0tbn
	 MTV left Times Square without actual music far too long ago, so it’s a welcome treat to 
have “Rock of Ages” usher the era of 80s rock back into Midtown. Big hair, scantily clad chicks 
and guitar solos are on full display thanks to Chris D’Arienzo’s new musical, now on Broadway 
following a run at the New World Stages.
	 Leave your blue-haired grandmothers at home. There’s no Sondheim here. This show is 
unafraid to embrace its porn-style plot line and pure guilty pleasure status. If only more shows 
were so comfortable in their own skins. On second thought, there might only be room for one 
“Rock of Ages” each season. We can’t have Broadway getting too hip. Plus, it takes a certain kind 
of gravitas to pull off pleather and lace.
	 You can almost smell the Coors Light seeping from the fictional Sunset Strip club The 
Bourbon Room. Although, that might actually be the beer served by an energetic wait staff at 
the Brooks Atkinson Theatre. Or perhaps the wine coolers knocked back on stage.
	 And what respectable 80s rock fest could get by without brightly colored leotards and 
headbands? Cue the Olivia Newton-John workout videos.
	 The entire musical is built upon memorable 80s rock songs, including such perennial 
favorites as “Cum on Feel the Noize” by Quiet Riot, “Renegade” by Styx, “Every Rose Has Its 
Thorn” by Poison and the song no musical should be without, “Don’t Stop Believin” by Journey.
	 “Rock of Ages,” under the choice direction of Kristin Hanggi, tells quite a simple story. 
Los Angeles boy, Drew, meets a naïve girl, Sherrie, from America’s flyover territory. Girl falls 
for an aging rock star before resorting to the steady profession of stripping. Meanwhile, boy 
gets too cool for school until he realizes he can’t live without an Arby’s sandwich, and the girl. 
With Steve Perry’s “Oh Sherrie” blaring, the two live happily ever after, in the neon glow of the 
Sunset Strip.
	 The motley crew of actors making up this jukebox musical are clearly enjoying themselves 
each night. Mitchell Jarvis, as the excitable narrator Lonny, is witty enough to pull off this 
Jack Black styled role with a tongue-in-cheek sensibility. His character spends most of the show 
providing snarky commentary as he watches Drew (Constantine Maroulis) pine over Sherrie 
(Amy Spanger).
	 Maroulis and Spanger work off of each other well, which is fortunate as Spanger is a new 
addition to “Rock of Ages” since its Broadway transfer. James Carpinello is another replacement 
in the new production, although he is filling the shoes of Will Swenson who opted to be in the 
revival of “Hair.” It makes for an unfortunate comparison, but Carpinello, as the fading rocker 
Stacee Jaxx, is able to keep things entertaining enough.
	 Along with perfectly quirky performances from Lauren Molina, Paul Schoeffler and 
Wesley Taylor, all playing roles pivotal to the secondary story concerning the Bourbon Room’s 
demolition, the production holds up well under the weight of Broadway.
	 Not everyone will find the huge serving of 80s nostalgia and rock anthems appealing, but 
those tired of yet another revival might just discover their own golden ticket to the Broadway 
experience. In a time when theatre producers are checking pay phones for loose change, a guilty 
pleasure like “Rock of Ages” has potential to draw in the untraditional theatergoer, a patron that 
reads Perez Hilton rather than the New York Times.

midget vs. mascots: win pre-screening party Tix & Movie 
Signed by scottie pippen and gary Coleman
By The Bachelor Guy | 4/14/09 | The Bachelor Guy 	 tpburl.com/1qtf2z 
	 “A Borat-meets-Jackass shockumentary where five little people and five mascots battle for 
$1 million each in competitions like ‘how few insults does it take to get punched in a bar’ and 
‘alligator wrestling’”...
	 That’s how Midgets vs. Mascots, a new movie premiering at the Tribeca Film Festival in a 
couple of weeks, was described to me. The fact that it was shot guerilla-style without much of a 
script, is about as un-politically correct as you can be, and also stars such random celebs
as Gary Coleman, Ron Jeremy and even Scottie Pippen, all point to huge expectations of 
hilarity. (The unrated video clip below should give you some idea what you’re in for.)
	 Because I’ve always got you covered, I’ve got five pairs of tickets to the movie AND 
exclusive pre-screening party to give away. Along with some movie posters signed by Gary 
Coleman and Scottie Pippen. (Forget Pippen and Jordan memorabilia... this is much more 
valuable.)
	 Here’s the deal: On Sunday, April 26th the movie is being screened in NYC at 2pm at the 
festival. From 12:30-1:30, there is an invitation-only party with free beer and tequila shots, 
some of the actors from the film, and a strong possibility Coleman and Pippen will be there. 
(They’ve committed to it, but you know how that goes, so I’m not going to make any empty 
promises. but I’m told it’s 99% sure. Plus where the hell else does Coleman have to be?) Five of 
you will win tickets to the party and the movie screening... and a signed movie poster.
	 BUT - and this is important - you must live in or around NYC in order to win those tix. 
Your name will be “on the list,” and you’ll have to show ID to get in, so you can’t flip the tix to 
a buddy who lives in NYC and keep the poster.
	 So, since I don’t like limiting my contests, I’m also giving away three of the signed movie 
posters. And you can live anywhere to score one of those.
	 All you need to do to win the party and screening tix, and possibly do tequila shots with 
Gary Coleman, is enter your email addy here. You have to have a NY area addy to win those. 
And the reps will contact you to get all your info.
	 (If you don’t win, and still want to hit the party and see the movie, or any other movies in 
the festival, you can buy tix. Get the info here.)
	 To enter to win one of the signed movie posters, enter your email addy here.
	 (Feel free to enter both contests.)
	 And for more clips, pics and info on the movie, go to www.midgetsvsmascots.com

PHOTOS

Diana Gurley  | tpburl.com/h9n3mr
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